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Gaza: A New Year Resolution
by Fodip staff

In the aftermath of the recent Gaza airstrikes, the internet has been packed with bloggers and Facebookers making a response.  In the face of such news, we all want, and need, to make a response of some sort, especially when it comes at a time when so many of us are not in our usual daily routines. But what sort of response is appropriate and what is helpful?  

For some, the best response is a cry of pain or confusion, although sometimes this is accompanied by expressions of negativity or even hatred. Others refer to their own traditions – how do we pray in such situations? As men and women of faith, we will want to condemn all acts of violent aggression, especially those which end the lives of the uninvolved or the powerless. The loss of life on this scale in Gaza is unarguably tragic and horrific.  But, as we know from all our traditions, even if only one life had been lost, our reaction should have been the same. It’s not just about numbers.  Therefore, responses must also acknowledge the fear and pain caused by rocket attacks on Sderot and the surrounding area.  This is not to say that there is any reciprocity in the situations; clearly, there is not.  However, it is incumbent upon those of us who come from any faith or other ethical perspective to view each individual human being as precisely that – an individual human being. 

One’s enemy cannot be allowed to have a face or family or hopes or fears or routine daily life.  To acknowledge this in the midst of conflict is to undermine the sense of purpose which defines any military action. Conversely, to begin to understand what life is like for every person – Jew, Christian or Muslim - involved in the conflict prevents such labels. It enables us to see the wider picture. It also helps us to evaluate the situation more clearly and make what is the only true response.  

One blog which has been widely read in Britain was written by a Muslim who called for all his readers to exercise their democratic right, demanding that the British Parliament take a leading role in drawing up the plans which will end the terrible impasse.  His analysis of the situation was not ground breaking but it was timely and well expressed.  Above all, it demonstrated an understanding of the hopes and fears of all those involved. This drew the comment from one reader that the author should ‘concentrate on writing about what he knows’.  However, perhaps we all need less ‘knowledge’ in terms of facts, statistics and politics and more interest in human beings – whoever they are and whatever regime they live with – who find themselves surrounded with fear, hatred and death.

Right now, we must all be hoping that this event is the precursor to a new age in the coming year – one where those involved are less isolated and left to cope and respond on their own, and one where the international community is better informed and more positively engaged, moving beyond the concept of ‘taking sides’ or of simple condemnation without any practical help.  What would be too terrible is for this to define the character of 2009.  My New Year’s Resolution is to see the people of the region as a gathering of individual human beings, caught up in a whirlwind of events.  This is not simple naïveté; I may certainly acknowledge that there are some, even many individuals who feed this whirlwind. However, my own response can be a positive one - to offer everyone, at the very least, the promise of my interest in their future.
