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PRESS RELEASE

Four senior figures to become Patrons

Four senior religious figures in the world of inter religious scholarship and dialogue have become the first Patrons of the Forum for Discussion of Israel and Palestine (FODIP).
FODIP was set up in July 2008 to enable positive and informed discussion of the Israeli/Palestinian situation between and within Jewish, Christian and Muslim circles.  All four Patrons have impressive backgrounds as academics and activists both in the field of inter faith relations and within their own communities. 

Lord Harries of Pentregarth, former Bishop of Oxford, has written extensively on the ‘Abrahamic faiths’ as well as on Christian theology dealing with matters including ethics, secularism and war and peace. Former Dean of Kings College, London, Professor Harries was Chair of the Council of Christians and Jews and founded the Oxford Jewish Christian Muslim dialogue group.
Rabbi Dr Tony Bayfield is Head of the Movement for Reform Judaism and a President of the Council of Christians and Jews.  A pioneer of serious inter faith dialogue in Britain, he has spoken and written extensively on the process and his collaborative publications include Dialogue with a Difference (1992) and He Kissed Him and They Wept: Towards a Theology of Partnership (2001). He is currently working on a publication jointly edited with Alan Race and Ataullah Siddiqui.
Shaykh Dr Abdal Hakim Murad (Tim Winter) is Lecturer in Islamic Studies at the Faculty of Divinity, University of Cambridge, and is acknowledged as a leading Islamic scholar in Britain.  His inter faith work includes joint editorship of Abraham’s Children (2006) with Lord Harries and Rabbi Norman Solomon.
Dr Usama Hasan is an imam and scientist, holding senior lecturing posts at both the University of Middlesex and the Royal Observatory Greenwich.  Former Director of the City Circle, a forum for young Muslim professionals in London, Dr Hasan is also a prime mover in United London Stands, bringing faith communities together in the face of divisive issues and events both at home and abroad.

In announcing the new Patrons, FODIP’s Director Dr Jane Clements pointed out that “the prominent standing of these men and their willingness to be associated with the Forum is immensely encouraging.  It shows recognition of how vital it is for us, even though we may disagree profoundly, to strive to engage together with the difficult issue of the Israeli Palestinian conflict.”

Further information from Jane Clements: info@fodip.org; T: 020 7939 2004; www.fodip.org


