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PRESS RELEASE

Embargoed until Tuesday 2nd July 2008 at 10.30 am

A new inter faith dialogue initiative focusing solely on the Israeli Palestinian conflict held its first public event this morning.

Fodip (The Forum for the Discussion of Israel and Palestine) hosted a presentation at Southwark Cathedral, together with the Friends of the Bereaved Families Forum: Israeli Palestinian Bereaved Families for Peace.  Robi Damelin, whose soldier son was killed by a sniper, and Mazen Faraj, who lost his father in the conflict, spoke about the need to respond through dialogue rather than perpetuate the circle of violence. (www.FamiliesForum.co.uk)
This message is the central theme of Fodip, a newly established UK discussion forum, set up to enable Jews, Christians and Muslims to begin to speak about this most difficult and emotive of issues.  Through its working groups and specialised activities, Fodip seeks to promote skills of dialogue, conflict management and good practice in inter faith relations.

The Director is Dr Jane Clements, who has many years of working professionally in the field of inter faith relations and with the Israeli Palestinian conflict. She believes that discussion of this topic has become polarised.  “This part of the world is so important to Jews, Christians and Muslims. Talking about it can be so difficult that inter faith dialogues usually steer clear of the issue, but then it can become ‘the elephant in the room’.” She adds that, among Christians especially, this polarisation has been “quite dramatic and divisive in some cases. Dialogue can be the answer, but it is a ‘tough option’ because of its requirement to be open and sensitive to others.”
Currently an independent not-for-profit organisation, it is intended that Fodip will seek charitable status later this year.  
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