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Press Release – 25 February 2009
Conflict and its Impact on Muslim Jewish 

Relations in Greater Manchester
Jews and Muslims met on 22 February at Manchester Town to listen to each others experiences and thoughts on the impact of the Gaza Israel conflict on their communities in Greater Manchester.  

The ‘Listening Event’ took place at Manchester Town Hall and was hosted by Cllr Val Stevens, Deputy Leader of Manchester City Council.  The event was organised by The Muslim Jewish Forum of Greater Manchester and facilitated by Jane Clements, Director of FODIP (The Forum for the Discussion of Israel and Palestine).  12 Muslims and 12 Jews met to listen to each others concerns and relate their personal feelings about the impact the conflict in Gaza and Southern Israel has had on Jewish Muslim relations in the United Kingdom.
Cllr Afzal Khan, Co-Chair of the Muslim Jewish Forum said, “This has been a very difficult subject for the members of the Forum to discuss together as the plight of Israelis and Palestinians is one close to our hearts.  Muslims and Jews don’t always see eye to eye on the conflict but this event enabled us to hear and see just how deeply many of us feel about it and how it effects our daily lives.”
Jewish Co-Chair of the Forum, Jonny Wineberg, said, “To be honest, we were in two minds about whether to hold this Listening Event at all.  However, from the feedback we have received to date it is clear that many of the participants learnt a lot from it, particular as many of the comments made by Jews and Muslims were not the ones that people were necessarily expecting.”
Cllr Stevens said, “Whether we like it or not, the conflict in the Middle East does have an impact on many of our communities in Manchester.  The recent increase in anti-Semitic attacks in Manchester and elsewhere in the UK is a sad testament to this fact.  Listening events such as this one are an important contribution to community cohesion, bringing as they do a measured, informed and mature tone to a very sensitive subject.  I would like to thank the Muslim Jewish Forum for their tireless efforts to build understanding and trust between our communities.  I can only encourage more people to get involved with the work of the forum”.
Anyone wishing to get involved in the forum should email Heather Fletcher at:  legalactress@googlemail.com
Notes for Media:
1. All Press enquiries can be made to: Jonny Wineberg, Co-Chair at jonnywine@gmail.com or 07930 534422.

2. A photo of the event accompanies this press release.  It shows Cllr Afzal Khan (Cheetham Hill ward) and Joy Wolfe of the Zionist Central Council engaged in conversation at the Listening Event.
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