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PRESS RELEASE
Friday 16th January 2009

Obama Advisor Briefs Faith Communities in the UK

‘Talking to Hamas is a prerequisite of peace’ Jews, Christians and Muslims were told at an inter faith briefing at the House of Lords. Rob Malley, controversial former advisor to Bill Clinton and, more recently, to Barack Obama, addressed a meeting hosted by Richard, Lord Harries of Pentregarth, on behalf of Fodip (the Forum for Discussion of Israel and Palestine) this week. 
Dr Malley, Director of the Middle East and North Africa Program for the International Crisis Group based in Washington DC, flew in only hours before, stopping off for the briefing on his way to Damascus. He hit the headlines during the presidential election campaign when the Times accused him of talking to terrorists.  Although he resigned from Obama’s team, he was clear that his job required him to talk to both ‘savoury and unsavoury people’.
Setting out the steps to the Gaza conflict, he illustrated how, in his view, ‘a war which would have been easy to avoid becomes much harder to stop’.  The dynamics of the conflict were so complex that things could only be halted either if the parties concerned felt that they had ‘done enough’ or if foreign countries put sufficient pressure on either side.

The next U.S. administration needed to ‘create something new’.  This was not just a case of ‘turning the page and carrying on’, Rob Malley said, but was an opportunity which must not be wasted. ‘If Barack Obama fails, it will be virtually impossible to find anyone else who can succeed.’

In response to questions and comments, Dr Malley agreed that Iran was a major factor and that the West needed to look again at how best to approach relations with the regime there. He also agreed that there was a vital role for religious communities to play, in finding ways to engage with the other, while retaining their own identity. 

Fodip’s Director, Dr Jane Clements, said that the presentation had been forthright and that some would have found parts uncomfortable, but ‘Rob Malley highlighted the need for people of faith not to turn away, to be in dialogue with their neighbours, however difficult that is, and to be ready to use creative means to further the cause of peace’.
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